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Drought over
Buffalo tastes its ﬁrst
playoff victory in 25 years
with 27-24 defeat of Indianapolis
n Sports, Page C1
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Choose from polar bear
runs, trail hikes, a half
marathon and other
winter races in the area.
n Page E1

Conestoga Valley grad,
now a nurse, wins car in
recognition of his work
with COVID-19 patients.
n Page B1

Local writers reﬂect on
politics and truth as they
relate to the insurrection
at the U.S. Capitol.
n Page F1

C A P I TO L R I OT A F T E R M AT H
RECKONING CONTINUES

LOOKING BACK AND AHEAD
Dems
seek a
Trump
probe

Locals
provide
up-close
details
DAN NEPHIN

DNEPHIN@LNPNEWS.COM

Daybreak on Wednesday
arrived overcast but dry in
Washington, D.C.
Around 40 degrees, it was
chilly, but certainly bearable
for the hundreds of people
from Lancaster County who
began arriving downtown
to march to the Washington
Monument. There, later in
the morning, they would
attend a rally and hear a
speech from President Donald Trump in which he asked
the crowd to help him overturn the election by marching in force against the U.S.
Capitol.
Even though Trump’s
wild allegations about election fraud have been proven
false by audits and found
unsupportable by courts
across the country, Wednesday’s chaotic violence in the
heart of the nation’s capital shows that far too many
Americans accept the falsehoods as fact.
So, when Trump took to
Twitter on Dec. 18 to say,
“Big protest in D.C. on January 6th. Be there, will be
wild!,” his supporters — including many from Lancaster County — were ready to
heed his call. Just how much
the president’s lies have
resonated with them could
be seen in their social media
posts.

‘Our time to
instill fear’

Impeachment or not, many
press Biden to investigate
REID J. EPSTEIN AND LISA LERER
NEW YORK TIMES

JOHN MINCHILLO | ASSOCIATED PRESS

Supporters of President Donald Trump swarm the Capitol steps Wednesday and ﬁll the stands that are set up in preparation of the inauguration of President-elect Joe Biden on Jan. 20 in Washington.
Rep. Andy Kim, D-N.J., helps ATF
officers clean up debris and personal belongings strewn across
the ﬂoor of the Rotunda in the
early morning hours of Thursday.
ANDREW HARNIK | ASSOCIATED PRESS
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State GOP fanned misleading rhetoric
MIKE WERESCHAGIN

Andy Walker, of New Holland, heard the president’s
call.
Walker — who’s been involved in pro-Trump rallies and election protests,
including outside Pennsylvania House Speaker Bryan
Cutler’s home in southern

WASHINGTON — Twelve years ago,
when the last Democratic president took
office, he did not seek broad inquiries
into officials from the previous administration for their use of torture practices,
or for domestic eavesdropping. Nor did
he pursue prosecutions of Wall Street executives for crimes that led to the 2008
ﬁnancial crisis.
Aside from some grumbling, Barack
Obama’s party went along in the name of
national unity.
This time, Democrats who have chafed
at President Donald Trump’s behavior
for four years are not willing to be so accommodating: They want to hold him, his
family and his enablers accountable for
acts they believe didn’t just break norms,
but broke the law.

Donald Trump did not act alone.
Though the president has been
the most proliﬁc spreader of election disinformation, the mob that
attacked the U.S.
Capitol on WednesANALYSIS
day had also been
primed by a long list
of elected officials, from Congress
to statehouses to local governments, who have echoed Trump’s

dire rhetoric about a nonexistent
threat to the republic.
“We know that that attack today, it didn’t materialize out of
nowhere,” U.S. Rep. Conor Lamb,
D-Allegheny County, said on the
House ﬂoor hours after the Capitol building was secured and Congress was able to resume its ﬁnal
certiﬁcation of President-elect Joe
Biden’s victory.
“It was inspired by lies — the
same lies that you’re hearing in

this room tonight. And the members who are repeating those lies
should be ashamed of themselves.
Their constituents should be
ashamed of them,” Lamb said.
Eight Pennsylvania Republicans,
including Lancaster County’s Lloyd
Smucker, attempted to overrule
the majority of Pennsylvania’s voters to award the state’s electors to
the losing candidate, Trump. They
joined 141 other Republicans in the
GOP RHETORIC, page A6

SUSAN WALSH | ASSOCIATED PRESS

President-elect Joe Biden speaks Friday
during an event at The Queen theater in
Wilmington, Del. Once Biden takes office on
Jan. 20, many in his party are eager to see
investigations and prosecutions of an array
of President Donald Trump’s aides and allies.

Group retraces historic fur trade portage route

O
DON KAUTZ

From left, Ben Webber, Adam Zurn, Allyson Gibson and John
Naylor reach the headwaters of the east branch of the Conestoga River to re-create an old fur trading portage.
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n a cold and sunny
winter day on Dec.
30, six local residents gathered at a rural
road near the LancasterBerks line and unloaded a
wooden canoe, a faux fur
and an old jug of the kind
that once held rum.
The ensemble began
pushing the 85-pound
canoe through knee-deep
swampy mud, at one point
having to hoist the canoe
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over a turned-off electric
fence. It may have seemed
somewhat comical, but
the group may have been

42 24 H

retracing an arduous and
important fur trade portage
for the ﬁrst time in 250
years.
This “bit of frivolous
adventuring and historical reenactment” as coorganizer Ben Webber of
Manheim Township called
it, began when Webber, one
of the contributors to Uncharted Lancaster, a history
and travel website, crossed
paths with Don Kautz.

Kautz, a software engineer from East Lampeter
Township, had been doing
research for his upcoming book, “The Conestoga
River: A History,” and came
across multiple accounts
of a 17th-century fur trade
route through Lancaster,
Berks and Chester counties
used by Native Americans
and early colonists.
Native Americans would
PORTAGE, page A4
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Portage: Reenacting fur trade route to headwaters of Conestoga River
Continued from A1

paddle canoes loaded with
beaver and deer hides from
their villages along the
Susquehanna the length of
the Conestoga River. When
the headwaters of the Conestoga became too shallow
to be navigable, they would
have to carry their canoes a
couple miles to the headwaters of Pine Creek, which
ﬂowed into French Creek
and on to the Schuylkill
River where trading posts
were located.
According to historical
accounts, they would trade
their deer hide and fur pelts
for items manufactured in
Europe such as axes, knives,
glassware, iron cookware,
wool cloth and sometimes
Jamaican rum, then retrace
their route back to their
villages.
White fur traders also
used the then-overgrown
path to carry their wares
directly to the Native
American villages along
the Susquehanna, including settlements at Conestoga, Washington Boro and
Conoy Township.
The fur trade was one of
the early economic drivers
in the ﬂedgling colonies at
the time. Coats and hats
lined with beaver fur were
all the rage in Europe, and
North America was a big
source.

Early traders
Some of the earliest and
most colorful inhabitants
of Lancaster County were
involved in the fur trade.
Anne LeTort and her
husband, Jacques, French
Huguenots ﬂeeing religious
persecution, established a
Native American trading
post next to the Conestoga
Indian Town near presentday Conestoga around 1700.

A ceremonial exchange of goods on an old fur-trading portage
that connected Native American villages along the Susquehanna
River in Lancaster County and trading posts near Philadelphia.

the farmer to turn off the
electricity to the barrier.
DON KAUTZ PHOTOS

Adam Zurn, left, and Ben Webber push a canoe across Pine Creek in Berks County toward the
headwaters of the Conestoga River, a trek fur traders and Native Americans made 250 years ago.

Unlike many fur traders,
Anne did not try to swindle
Native Americans. According to one historical paper,
she once used a horsewhip
to drive away two traders
who tried to ply her friends,
the Susquehannocks, with
rum to make it easier to
swindle them.
A later business partner,
Peter Bezaillion, another
Frenchman, knew Native
American culture well and
helped lock up the fur trade
with the Shawnee tribes on
the upper Delaware.
Bezaillion had an important trading post along
French Creek in Chester
County and near Harrisburg. His expansion of the
fur trading business in the
Philadelphia area laid the
groundwork for that city becoming the ﬁnancial center
of the new world.
He died in 1742 at the
age of 80 and is buried in
Pequea. A later fur-trading
road he established between

his trading posts, called
Peter’s Road, served as the
boundary between ﬁve
townships when Lancaster
County was formed.
Pennsylvania founder
William Penn banked
heavily on the fur trade to
recoup his expenses for the
grand experiment of providing a Quaker refuge for the
politically persecuted.

Search party forms
Kautz suggested to Webber that they try to locate
the old portage section.
Webber upped the ante
and said they should do the
search with a canoe and
small reenactment group.
And so it was that the six
modern-day explorers and
history buffs gathered on
the edge of a farm ﬁeld near
Elverson. Besides Webber and Kautz, the portage
group consisted of Adam
Zurn, founder of Uncharted
Lancaster and a technol-

ogy education teacher at
Lampeter-Strasburg High
School; Sheldon Esch,
a Manheim Township
resident and publisher
of several local publications; John Naylor, a York
County resident who picks
up plastic litter along the
Susquehanna several times
a week; and Allyson Gibson,
coordinator of Lancaster
Clean Water Partners, a
private-public group to
improve water quality in
Lancaster County.
The group was clad mostly
in jeans, although there was
a long coat, colonial tricorn
hat and a shawl in a nod to
the era. After unloading
from a car, the canoe was
pushed and pulled upstream along the trickling
headwaters of Pine Creek, a
Schuylkill tributary.
The group soon encountered a farm fence, a quick
reminder that they weren’t
in the 1600s anymore. Wisely, Webber had arranged for

Wading
through mud
This being headwaters
country, much of the route
was through boot-sucking
bogs. One member did a
face-plant in mud after sinking to his knees and had to be
extricated by the others.
After a slow push across
a cornﬁeld, the adventurers arrived at a soggy area
marked by cattails and
phragmites wetlands grasses, the beginning of the east
branch of the Conestoga.
They had traveled about a
half-mile. Native Americans
would have had to push
their heavy canoes another mile or more through
forested and brushy terrain before the river would
have gotten deep enough to
paddle.
The journey concluded
with an exchange of a faux
fur for a clay jar that might
have carried rum back in
the day.
“It’s amazing the things
we lose to history,” Zurn
said of retracing, however
brieﬂy, the steps of forefa-

thers.
“I’m sure this reenactment won’t add to any
academic historical value,”
Webber added. “It was a
stunt to raise awareness
of what is a watershed and
how close they are together.”
Webber hopes digging up
Lancaster County’s forgotten past will get people
thinking about their home’s
history as the county’s
tricentennial approaches in
2029.
“My hope with the tricentennial is that it will spark
interest and excitement
about our community and
how we’re connected to our
past and each other. And
also a sense of hope that
things aren’t always going to
be the way they are today, so
let’s get together and ﬁgure
out how we want them to
be.”
For more accounts and
photos of the reenactment,
go to the Uncharted Lancaster Facebook page or
@unchartedlancaster on
Instagram.

n Ad Crable is an LNP | Lancaster
Online outdoors writer. Email him
at acrable@lnpnews.com.
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After Twitter and Facebook bans, Trump seeks new online megaphone
FRANK BAJAK

AP TECHNOLOGY WRITER

One Twitter wag joked
about lights ﬂickering on
and off at the White House
being Donald Trump signaling to his followers in Morse
code after Twitter and Facebook squelched the president for inciting rebellion.
Though deprived of his big
X'

online megaphones, Trump
does have alternative options of much smaller reach,
led by the far right-friendly
Parler — even if Google and
Apple both removed it from
their app stores.
Trump may launch his
own platform. But that
won’t happen overnight,
and free speech experts an-
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ticipate growing pressure on
all social media platforms
to curb incendiary speech
as Americans take stock of
Wednesday’s violent takeover of the U.S. Capitol by a
Trump-incited mob.
Twitter ended Trump’s
nearly 12-year run on Friday. In shuttering his account it cited a tweet to his
89 million followers that he
planned to skip Presidentelect Joe Biden’s Jan. 20 inauguration that it said gave
rioters license to converge
on Washington once again.
Facebook and Instagram
have suspended Trump at
least until Inauguration
Day. Twitch and Snapchat
also have disabled Trump’s
accounts, while Shopify took
down online stores affiliated
with the president and Red-

dit removed a Trump subgroup. Twitter also banned
Trump loyalists including
former national security
advisor Michael Flynn in a
sweeping purge of accounts
promoting the QAnon conspiracy theory and the Capitol insurrection. Some had
hundreds of thousands of
followers.
In a statement Friday,
Trump said: “We have been
negotiating with various
other sites, and will have a
big announcement soon,
while we also look at the
possibilities of building out
our own platform in the
near future.”
The “immense power that
the social media platforms
have as gatekeepers of public
discourse” had been ﬂexed as
never before — a power that
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should be troubling even
for supporters of the Trump
ban, tweeted Jameel Jaffer,
director of the Knight First
Amendment Institute at Columbia University.
Experts are betting Trump
pops up on Parler, a 2-yearold magnet for the far right
that claims more than 12 million users and where his sons
Eric and Don Jr. are already
active. Parler hit headwinds,
though, on Friday as Google
yanked its smartphone app
from its app store for allowing
postings that seek “to incite
ongoing violence in the U.S.”
Apple followed suit on Saturday after giving Parler 24
hours to address complaints
it was being used to “plan and
facilitate yet further illegal
and dangerous activities.”
Parler CEO John Matze
complained on his site of being scapegoated. “Standards
not applied to Twitter, Facebook or even Apple themselves, apply to Parler.” He
said he “won’t cave to politically motivated companies
and those authoritarians
who hate free speech.”
Losing access to the app



stores of Google and Apple severely limits Parler’s
reach, though it will continue to be accessible via web
browser. Another potential
landing spot for Trump is
Gab — though both Google
and Apple booted it from
their app stores in 2017.
Online speech experts expect social media companies
led by Facebook, Twitter
and Google’s YouTube to
more vigorously police hate
speech and incitement in
the wake of the Capitol rebellion, as Western democracies led by Nazism-haunted Germany already do.
David Kaye, a University of
California-Irvine law professor and former U.N. special
rapporteur on free speech,
believes Parlers will also face
pressure from the public and
law enforcement, as will little-known sites where further
pre-inauguration disruption
is now apparently being organized. They include MeWe,
Wimkin, TheDonald.win and
Stormfront, according to a report released Saturday by The
Althea Group, which tracks
disinformation.
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